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attacked by a gang of this sort they make the camels lie down
and tie their legs together to prevent their running away or
even rising up, and then the men, armed with firelocks,
advance to meet the enemy. This generally obliges them to
retreat, for they, having nothing but lances and swords, dare
not stand the fire of men on foot who are able to take good
aim. When the caravan is out-numb red, they make the camels
lie down in a ring, and as it were intrench themselves in the
middle; insomuch that they generally come off conquerors,
unless they are surprised at unawares; but this seldom or
never happens to be the case.
The camels in this caravan are not tied seven or eight to-
gether, as in Persia, but are loose and march along without
observing any order, like a drove of cattle in England going
to market. Their usual pace is only walking, nor can a camel
or dromedary with a man on his back be easily put out of it.
And though their legs are long and they take great strides,
yet they ridfe] no more ground than a man in his ordinary
method of travelling on foot, as I have often experienced
when I have walked for three or four hours together. One
thing that makes them so slow is their nibling at every shrub
they meet with, which makes it no wronder that a man who
walks a common pace should get to his journey's end before
a camel. Hence upon due deliberation I have estimated that
a camel may travel thirty miles in a day, one day with another,
if he is upon the road thirteen hours together, as was our
case, for we never halted or stopped to dine, as many other
caravans do. Now, as we were twenty four days on our
passage, the distance between Busserah and Aleppo must be
about 720 miles, which agrees very well with the best maps
of this part of the world1.
The time of stopping, in order to encamp, is at the will
and pleasure of the Bashi, and this is done without order or
regularity; only the owners of the camels take care to keep
those together which belong to themselves. The loads are
then taken off, and they are driven out to forage for an hour
1 Plaisted made one of the quickest recorded passages of the Great
Desert.